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BY SARAH JONES

COURTESY FIBRETRACE

Fashion brands are facing mounting pressure for transparency and responsibility,
from both consumers and regulations. But often, they are lacking the visibility
needed to prove compliance.

In the United States Fashion Industry Association’s 2022 Benchmarking survey,
100 percent of the fashion executive respondents said they map their Tier 1
supply chain. However, there is progressively less visibility further upstream in the
supply chain, with the least tracking happening around raw material sourcing in
Tier 4 (10 percent).

Seeking to help companies make more confident claims, traceability solution
FibreTrace and inspection and certification firm SGS are joining together to
develop a new “fiber integrity protocol” that encompasses physical product
tagging, chain of custody assessments and testing. Designed to support verified,
compliant supply chains, the protocol will be available in major fashion production
hubs including China, India, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Turkey, Japan, South
Korea and the United States.
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“As transparency accelerates in application across the global textile industry,
there is an increasing burden on manufacturers and fiber producers to provide
impact data, robust documentation and additional social and environmental
compliance,” Shannon Mercer, CEO of FibreTrace, told Sourcing Journal. “The
partnership between FibreTrace and SGS Global provides both brands and
manufacturers the combined resource and technology solution to ensure
precision, validity and on-ground support to streamline and scale the process.”
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Per Mercer, the industry is facing a number of challenges in verifying fibers,
including counterfeit materials that affect product quality, compliance and claims,
and the considerable amounts of data that companies need to manage to meet
environmental and trade regulations. “Handling vast amounts of data related to
material specifications, test results and compliance documentation can be
overwhelming, leading to potential errors and inefficiencies,” she said.

FibreTrace offers two different traceability solutions that run on the same cloud-
based platform. The FibreTrace Mapped service provides digital chain of custody
via blockchain, centralizing data from each stage along the supply chain.
Meanwhile, FibreTrace Verified adds a pigment to the raw fiber that can then be
scanned for authentication at subsequent production steps.

In softlines and accessories, SGS offers on-the-ground testing services—such as
seeing whether products contain any substances that fall under California’s Prop
65 act—and auditing to ensure that merchandise meets regulatory, market and
consumer standards. The company operates 2,650 offices and laboratories
around the globe, staffed by 97,000 employees. In addition to auditing,
certification and testing, SGS serves as a consultant and offers technical services.

“Both [FibreTrace and SGS] are committed to seeing a reduction in the
environmental and social impact of the global textile industry and believe
traceability and third-party audit integrity are an essential combination of services
that will protect sustainable, responsible and recycled fiber programs and
enhance their value to the end consumer,” said Mercer.

As part of its partnership with FibreTrace, SGS will assist brands in the on-site
scanning of their marked fibers, and can conduct audits and sampling of fibers
using FibreTrace technology. For suppliers, SGS will help them record their
compliance accurately in the FibreTrace system. SGS will also verify the
compliance of materials such as recycled polyester before the FibreTrace marker
is applied.
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“This welcome collaboration with FibreTrace marks another step forward to
support the global textile industry towards full supply chain traceability,” said
Yvonne Tse, vice president, global softlines at SGS. “By embracing new
technologies, we are better placed to ease the pathway towards traceability for
producers, manufacturers, brands and retailers worldwide.”

Marvel Suing to Keep Rights to
'Avengers' Characters From
Copyright Termination

This Description of Ivanka Trump's
Face After Talking With Dad Donald
Trump on Jan. 6 Will Stay With You

Anthony "AJ" Johnson's GoFundMe
Raises Over $70,000 With Donations
From Celebrities

The Hiltons Keep It in the Family
With $55 Million Spec-Built Bel Air
Mansion

VF CEO Bracken
Darrell: ‘This
Company Has What
It Takes’
3 HRS AGO

This New Kentucky
Bourbon Was
Finished at the Famed
Yamazaki Distillery in
Japan
3 HRS AGO

Pac-12 Officials
Resist Apple’s
Streaming Temptations
2 HRS AGO

Trump Smashes Own
Record With Third
Criminal Indictment
3 HRS AGO

OUR SITES

1.

2.

3.

4.

MENU READ NEXT: Americans for Free Trade: Clock is Ticking on China Tariff Exclusions Renewal

https://sourcingjournal.com/footwear/footwear-brands/
https://sourcingjournal.com/footwear/footwear-brands/dr-martens-sparta-capital-activist-investor-shares-turnaround-los-angeles-warehouse-447819/
https://sourcingjournal.com/footwear/footwear-brands/dr-martens-sparta-capital-activist-investor-shares-turnaround-los-angeles-warehouse-447819/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/retail/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/retail/shein-first-half-profits-brazilian-marketplace-ipo-lawsuit-rico-de-minimis-aafa-447626/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/retail/shein-first-half-profits-brazilian-marketplace-ipo-lawsuit-rico-de-minimis-aafa-447626/
https://sourcingjournal.com/denim/denim-mills/
https://sourcingjournal.com/denim/denim-mills/sapphire-textile-mills-pakistan-sourcery-direct-to-grower-program-traceable-raw-materials-447278/
https://sourcingjournal.com/denim/denim-mills/sapphire-textile-mills-pakistan-sourcery-direct-to-grower-program-traceable-raw-materials-447278/
https://sourcingjournal.com/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/
https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/fibretrace/
https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/sgs/
https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/traceability/
https://cloud.email.sourcingjournal.com/signup/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/dreamcloud-ftc-false-made-in-america-claims-resident-home-nectar-sleep-consumer-refunds-447104/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/dreamcloud-ftc-false-made-in-america-claims-resident-home-nectar-sleep-consumer-refunds-447104/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/nba-enes-kanter-freedom-nike-congressional-executive-commission-on-china-xinjiang-uyghur-445209/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/nba-enes-kanter-freedom-nike-congressional-executive-commission-on-china-xinjiang-uyghur-445209/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/tj-maxx-osha-fine-67000-blocked-exits-worker-safety-reynoldsburg-ohio-store-444482/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/tj-maxx-osha-fine-67000-blocked-exits-worker-safety-reynoldsburg-ohio-store-444482/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/uflpa-eric-choy-kharon-sourcemap-due-diligence-xinjiang-cotton-forced-labor-444361/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/uflpa-eric-choy-kharon-sourcemap-due-diligence-xinjiang-cotton-forced-labor-444361/
https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/webinar-investing-in-ai-sizing-how-shopper-body-data-drives-revenue-and-improves-operations-bold-metrics-pact-informa-fashion/
https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/denim-sourcing-diversifying-mill-brand-strategies/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://pmc.com/
https://sourcingjournal.com/membership-faq/
https://sourcingjournal.com/about-us/
https://sourcingjournal.com/staff/
https://sourcingjournal.com/contact-us/
https://sourcingjournal.com/advertise-us/
https://sourcingjournal.com/accessibility/
http://pmc.com/terms-of-use/
http://pmc.com/privacy-policy/
http://optout.aboutads.info/
https://www.facebook.com/SourcingJournal/
https://twitter.com/sourcingjournal/
https://www.instagram.com/sourcingjournal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sourcing-journal/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://sourcingjournal.com/news-tip/
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit
https://sourcingjournal.com/author/sjonessj/
https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/traceability/
https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/fibretrace/
https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/sgs/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/marvel-suing-avengers-copyright-termination-1235020110/
https://www.sheknows.com/entertainment/articles/2490245/donald-trump-january-6-ivanka-trump-3-private-talks/
https://www.vibe.com/news/entertainment/anthony-aj-johnson-gofundme-raises-70000-celebrities-donations-1234630045/
https://www.dirt.com/gallery/moguls/real-estate/rick-hilton-house-bel-air-1203426518/
https://wwd.com/business-news/financial/vf-first-quarter-vans-north-face-supreme-bracken-darrell-1235758787/
https://robbreport.com/food-drink/spirits/jim-beam-suntory-legent-yamazaki-cask-finish-blend-bourbon-whiskey-1234874864/
https://www.sportico.com/business/media/2023/pac-12-apple-streaming-rights-1234732861/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/trump-charged-jan-6-probe-criminal-indictment-2023-1234794859/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=1&url=https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/fibretrace-sgs-traceability-fiber-integrity-protocol-fashion-raw-material-sourcing-447905/&title=FibreTrace%20and%20SGS%20Collaborate%20to%20Corroborate%20Fiber%C2%A0Claims&summary&source=sourcingjournal
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/fibretrace-sgs-traceability-fiber-integrity-protocol-fashion-raw-material-sourcing-447905/&title=FibreTrace%20and%20SGS%20Collaborate%20to%20Corroborate%20Fiber%C2%A0Claims&sdk=joey&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button&app_id=444322910044169
https://share.flipboard.com/bookmarklet/popout?v=2&url=https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/fibretrace-sgs-traceability-fiber-integrity-protocol-fashion-raw-material-sourcing-447905/&title=FibreTrace%20and%20SGS%20Collaborate%20to%20Corroborate%20Fiber%C2%A0Claims
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/compliance/fibretrace-sgs-traceability-fiber-integrity-protocol-fashion-raw-material-sourcing-447905/
https://sourcingjournal.com/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/trade/americans-for-free-trade-china-tariff-exclusions-section-301-ustr-katherine-tai-448151/

